Oxbridge Lane Primary School                                      History Curriculum Overview with skills and Knowledge
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At Oxbridge Lane, our primary history curriculum is thoughtfully designed to ignite curiosity and foster resilience, reflecting our wider vision to promote a lifelong love of learning. It develops children’s understanding of the past in a structured and progressive way, building key historical skills from the earliest stages through to Year 6.  
We have carefully embedded key concepts throughout our curriculum to ensure that children build upon their skills and knowledge as they progress, helping them to remember and deepen their understanding over time.
Through exploring people, events, and changes over time, our history curriculum not only builds knowledge but also develops critical thinking and enquiry skills essential for valued participation in the wider community. We are committed to providing a supportive and inclusive environment where all children can thrive, grow in confidence, and reach their full potential as lifelong learners.


	Year Group
	Autumn
Term 1
	Autumn
Term 2
	Spring Term 1
	Spring Term 2
	Summer
Term 1
	Summer Term 2
	Additional Events

	Nursery
	People and Communities
	On-site learning
Story sacks
Off-site learning
Ropner Park
Theatre
Visitors
PSO 


	
	Society
	

	
	Skills – 

Chronological Understanding
· Can I correctly order the terms, today, tomorrow and yesterday?

Similarities and differences
· Do I know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on my own experiences and stories?

Sources of evidence
· Can I use photographs to compare ‘now’ and ‘then’?


Cause and Consequence
· Do I understand why things happen in the stories I am read in class?

Historical significance
· Can I share stories of my family members from the past?


	

	
	Vocabulary - today, yesterday, tomorrow, now, then, day, week, parent, grand parent

	

	
	Knowledge-

All ongoing throughout 
· What do I know about growth, decay and changes over time? 
· What do I know about my own family from the past?
· Can I remember and talk about significant events from my own experiences?

	

	
	Cultural Capital
Fire brigade visit

Virtual tour of museum - https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/the-natural-history-museum-hintze-hall/yQHjHCmSOMKyhQ?sv_lng=-0.17630160866739228&sv_lat=51.496178713436244&sv_h=326.54077304507183&sv_p=0.3075549990766717&sv_pid=-5s9B5wSFK2d0nEbHDD6tg&sv_z=0.9999999999999997 

Celebration of key historic events to develop children’s cultural awareness and capital.
	

	Reception
	Who am I and where do I belong?
	On-site learning
Story sacks
Off-site learning
Hardwick Park visit
Preston park
Theatre
Visitors
PSO


	
	Society
	

	
	Skills 

· Chronological Understanding
Can I order the main events in a story read to me?
Can I talk about past and present events in my own life and in the lives of my family?
· Sources and evidence
Can I talk about my life-story using photographs and memories?
Can I comment on images?
· Similarities and differences
Do I know some similarities and differences between myself and others?
· Historical significance
Can I recognise and describe special times or events for family and friends?
· Cause and Consequence 
Can I question why things happen and give an explanation?
	

	
	Vocabulary - old, new, before, after, month, year, same, different 
	

	
	Knowledge-
Comment on images of familiar situation in the past.
What do I know about past and present events in my own life?
What details do I know about past and present events in the lives of my family members?
What are the similarities and differences in characters from stories I have read, including figures from the past?

	

	
	Cultural Capital 
Fire brigade visit

Virtual tour of museum - https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/the-natural-history-museum-hintze-hall/yQHjHCmSOMKyhQ?sv_lng=-0.17630160866739228&sv_lat=51.496178713436244&sv_h=326.54077304507183&sv_p=0.3075549990766717&sv_pid=-5s9B5wSFK2d0nEbHDD6tg&sv_z=0.9999999999999997 

Celebration of key historic events to develop children’s cultural awareness and capital.
	

	Year 1
	
	On-site learning

Off-site learning
Stewart’s Park

Visitors
Grandparents
Woodland worker




	
	Autumn 1
	Spring 1
	Summer 1

	

	
	How have things changed from the past to the present?
	What is a Monarch and what is their role in society?
	How has transportation changed over time?
	

	
	Society
	Monarch
	Transportation
Influence
	

	
	

Skills – 
· Chronological understanding 
Can I sequence some events or 2 objects and use words to describe them such as old/new? 
· Similarities and differences 
Can I recognise similarities and differences between individuals, e.g. explorers/historical figures?
· Sources and evidence 
Can I look at artefacts and images and ask questions about the past?
· Cause and consequence 
Can I recognise why an historical event happened?
· Historical significance 
Can I recognise why certain individuals are important?
	

	
	Vocabulary - Recent, now, present, future, past, present, long ago, timeline artefact

	Vocabulary - monarch, King, Coronation, Royal Family
	 Vocabulary – Lifetime, living memory, inventions, flight, transportation, innovation
	

	
	Knowledge- 

What are the similarities and differences between Oxbridge Lane Primary School from the past to the present?

How do I know something is from the past using my key vocabulary?

What are the differences in my family from both the past and the present?

What has changed and what has stayed the same in the area I live? 
	 Knowledge-

What is a Monarch?

What is a Coronation?

What are some of the main steps in a Coronation Ceremony?

How has the role of a King changed over time?

Who are some of the members of the Royal Family and what is their role?


	Knowledge

What Is Transportation?

How were animals used as transportation throughout history?

What are the different wheeled transport and how have they changed over time?

Which transportation was invented to move around rivers and oceans and how do they move?

Who was responsible for the first flight?

How did flight help change the world?




	

	
	Cultural Capital 

Images of school from the past to compare to their own real life experience 
https://picturestocktonarchive.com/2003/07/23/oxbridge-lane-school-11/

The Wright brothers
HOhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=9S7H8TlkBC4

	 



	Year 2
	Autumn 2
	Spring 2
	Summer 2
	On-site learning
Resource boxes
Off-site learning
Stewart’s Park
Life Centre – space programme
Darlington Train Museum
Visitors
Fire Brigade



	
	Could the Great Fire of London happen today?
	
	How did George Stephenson contribute to the development of the railway? 
	How has exploring changed?

	

	
	Society
	Innovation
	Transportation
Innovation
	

	
	Skills –
 
· Historical significance 
Can I identify and describe why certain people/events from the past are important in the wider context of history, including those from my own locality?
· Causes and consequence
 Do I understand that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did?  Can I identify a consequence of a historical event?
· Sources and evidence 
Can I look at a source to find answers to questions about the past?  Can I select evidence from the provided source and say how it can be used to find out about the past?
· Chronological understanding 
Can I sequence three events, artefacts and people on a timeline which are closer together?
· Similarities and differences 
Can I recognise similarities and differences between individuals, e.g. explorers/historical figures?


	

	
	Vocabulary - Parliament, secret, plot, treason, Catholic, protestant, traitor, diary, monarch, government, remembrance, sequence
	Vocabulary – railway, development, George Stephenson, Locomotive
	Vocabulary - infinity, inspire, exploration, travel, similarities, differences
	

	
	Knowledge-

What was London like in 1666 and how it is different from today?

How did the fire started in 1666 and why did it spread?

How did people feel during and after the Great Fire of London?

What impact did the Fire have on the City?

How have we evolved to prevent this happening today?

	Knowledge

Who is George Stephenson?

What is a railway and why are they important? 

What is the Locomotive 1?

How did the railway change life in Britain?




	Knowledge-

What is an explorer is?

How do we know about explorers?

Who is Captain James Cook and why is he significant?

Who is Tim Peak and why is he significant?

What are the differences and similarities between the Endeavour and the International Space Station?

How is exploring different for Captain James Cook and Tim Peake?



	

	
	Cultural capital 
Fire Brigade visit

https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/museum-london/great-fire


Ask an astronaut https://www.timpeake.com/about/ask-an-astronaut/

VR 360 degree moon landing experience https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYT5IKxyX4Q

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Apollo-11

	

	Year 3
	
	Stone Age life

	
	On-site learning
Resource boxes

Off-site learning

The Bowes museum.

Visitors
History character

	
	
	How did life change from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?
	

	

	
	
	Society
	
	

	
	 Skills –
· Chronological understanding 
Can I sequence periods of history (e.g. Stone Age, Iron Age and Bronze Age) in order of time and understand the meaning of their name? 
Can I use dates relating to a historical period being studied? 
· Sources and evidence
Can I place artefacts within their correct age?
Can I suggest a source of evidence to help answer a question and present my findings?
· Similarities and differences 
Can I describe similarities and differences between places and cultures e.g. overlapping cultures in different parts of the world?
· Cause and consequence 
Can I describe the achievements of a civilisation using evidence?
· Historical significance
Can I describe the achievements of a civilisation using evidence?
.

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 Knowledge

What does prehistoric mean?

How did hunter-gatherers survive in the Stone Age?

How do we know about the Stone Age?  (e.g cave paintings, Skara Brae)

How did the Bronze Age replace the Stone Age and how did the advancement in tools improve life in Britain?

What are the similarities and differences of the Bronze and Iron Age?

Why is hillfort important?


.
	 
	

	
	
	Vocabulary

Timeline, Stone Age, Iron Age, Bronze Age, Skara Brae, Artefact, Hillfort, advancement, tools, hunter-gatherers, pre-historic
	
	

	
	
Cultural capital 
https://greatnorthmuseum.org.uk/visit-us/virtual-tours-ice-age-to-iron-age-family-friendly

https://www.timeseekers.co.uk/schools/virtual-school-visits


	

	
	
	
	

	Year 4
	The Romans
	
	The Egyptians
	On-site learning
Resource boxes

Off-site learning
Durham university linked to Egyptians

Segedunum

Visitors
History character



	
	What were the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians and can we still see these achievements today?
	
	What changes were brought to Britain by the Romans?
	

	
	Innovation
Society
	
	Innovation
	

	
	Skills
· Chronological understanding 
Can I sequence events, artefacts and historical figures on a timeline, using dates and identifying BCE or CE? 
· Sources of evidence 
Can I suggest more than one suitable source of historical enquiry?
Can I discuss whether the evidence is reliable and explain why?
· Similarities and differences 
Can I undertake my own research using books and the internet?
Can I explain similarities and differences between aspects of influential people and places?
· Cause and consequence
Can I suggest and evaluate causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in Britain?
· Historical significance
Can I discuss the importance of people and events in time and the significant impact they had on society, using evidence to prove my discussion?



	

	
	 Vocabulary
Technology, advancement, River Nile, Hieroglyphics, influence, mummification, calendar, medicine

	
	Vocabulary
Hadrian’s wall, roads, impact, Romanization, trade, aqueducts, plumbing,
	

	
	
Knowledge

What were the advancement in technology used by the Egyptians in relation to The River Nile?

Why were the pyramids built and why has the architecture used stunned the world today?

Why were hieroglyphics and papyrus paper an important part of history and how did they influence later writing systems?

Why was the mummification process important and how did this help later civilization in their advancement of medicine?

How did the Egyptians influence our calendars that are still used today?

	
	Knowledge

What were the changes in infrastructure in Britain and why was it important? (e.g, roads and the importance of Hadrian’s wall)

What was the impact of the innovation in plumbing and aqueducts?

What does ‘Romanization’ of Britain mean and how did we adopt their way of life, customs and culture?

How did Britain become part of a larger trade network for goods such as wine and olive oil?

How do we know about the Romans and how they changed Britain?


	

	
	Cultural capital  

https://www.timeseekers.co.uk/schools/virtual-school-visits
	

	
	
	
	
	





	Year 5
	 
 
	Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
	
	On-site learning
Resource boxes

Off-site learning
Jorvik Centre

Visitors
Character visitors



	
	
	The struggle between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings to conquer Britain
	
	

	
	
	Conflict
	
	

	
	Skills
· Chronological understanding 
Can I sequence the key events, societies and people using dates, period labels and terms, noting historical overlap in different places in the world?
· Similarities and differences
Can I describe connections and contrasts between aspects of influential people and places?
· Sources of evidence 
Can I analyse a wider range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past?
· Cause and consequence 
Can I explain the role and significance of different causes and consequences of historical events or change?
· Historical significance
Can I evaluate the importance of people and events in time and the significant impact they had on society, using evidence to prove my discussion?

	

	
	
	Vocabulary
Anglo-Saxons,Vikings, Alfred the Great, Scara Brae, Battle of hastings, Edward the Confessor, raiders, settlements, Lindisfarne, monks, Army, treaty of Wedmore, Danelaw, Danegeld
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge

Why did Lindisfarne happen and when did it occur?

Why did the raids happen and what was the impact of these raids on the Anglo-Saxons settlements?

Who was the Great Heathen Army and why were they important?

Who was Alfred the Great and why was he effective in his resistance to the Vikings?

What was the treaty of Wedmore and why was Danelaw and Wessex important?

Why was Danegeld important in the demise of the Anglo-Saxon?

What is the significance of the Battle of Hastings and the death of Edward the Confessor?













	
	

	
	Cultural Capital
https://www.jorvikvikingcentre.co.uk/


https://www.timeseekers.co.uk/schools/virtual-school-visits

	

	Year 6
	WW2
	
	Victorians
	On-site learning
Resource boxes

Off-site learning
Eden Camp
Beamish

Visitors
History character



	
	What was the impact of WW2 on the people of Britain?

	
	What was the impact of the Industrial Revolution on the people of Great Britain?
	

	
		Conflict
	
	Innovation
	

	
	 
Skills
· Chronological understanding 
Can I independently sequence several historical events, societies and people on a timeline, using dates, period labels and terms, considering the relationship to each other?
· Similarities and differences 
Can I explain the diverse experiences, ideas, beliefs and attitudes of men, women and children?
· Sources and evidence 
· Can I evaluate which evidence helps me choose the most reliable forms?
· Do I understand and can I accurately suggest plausible reasons why there may be different accounts of history?
· Can I bring knowledge gathered from several sources together in a fluent account? 
· Causes and consequences 
Can I distinguish between long-term and short- term causes and consequences that play a part in historical events and explain their role and significance in the event? 

	

	
	Vocabulary –
World War one, impact, Britain, Battle of Britain, Blitz, evacuation, women, children, migration

	
	Vocabulary 
Industrial revolution, impact, working conditions, James Watt, George Stephenson, middle class, factory workers, labour, exploitation.
	

	
	Knowledge-
Why Britain went to war in 1939.

Who won the battle of Britain?

Which sources tell us about the Blitz?

What was evacuation like for children?

What impact did the WW have on the lives of women?

Why did people migrate to Britain during and after the war?

	
	
Knowledge
What was the Industrial Revolution and when did it occur? 

Why did the Industrial revolution occur?
Which key interventions shaped the Industrial Revolution?

What were the changes in working and living conditions that were shaped by the revolution?

What was the impact of the Industrial 
	

	
	Cultural capital
https://meanwhileelsewhereinhistory.wordpress.com/modern-1789-present/ww1/

https://meanwhileelsewhereinhistory.wordpress.com/modern-1789-present/ww2/

https://meanwhileelsewhereinhistory.wordpress.com/modern-1789-present/nazi-germany/

https://www.timeseekers.co.uk/schools/virtual-school-visits
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